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The Narmada River basin, located in the state of Madhya Pradesh
in central India, has huge potential for utilising its abundant water
resource. The Narmada Valley Project (NVP) is a project of
enormous scale consisting of 30 large constructions and 3000
minor dams that would enable more access to supplies of water
in northern areas of the Narmada Valley. The Narmada Bachao
Andolan (‘Save Narmada Movement’) is an Indian grassroots
social movement consisting of farmers, environmentalists and
human rights activists objecting to the NVP. Grassroots social
movements like the Andolan display a 'bottom-up' and human
rights-based approach to development by centring individuals
and their livelihoods in their intentions.
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The Andolan views the Narmada Valley dam constructions as an
attempt to overpower India with a Western model of development.
Policymakers are important actors in neoliberal development but
through well-organised grassroots social movements such as the
Andolan, individuals are also able to shape their own lives and
implement changes that benefit them directly. However, having a
group of people with one similar idea or belief is not enough to
initiate a grassroots social movement. They require a large amount
of organisation and local support in order to establish themselves
and continue to grow at local, regional, national and international
levels. Building transnational coalitions is at the heart of grassroots
movements because such associations will allow the exchange of
knowledge and strengthening of international campaigns.
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Neoliberal development should not sacrifice basic human rights.
The Andolan fought in raising global awareness of the basic
human rights under threat by the NVP and dam constructions
around the world. This movement was successful in raising
various issues at the Indian Supreme Court level resulting in long
delays in the construction of the Sardar Sarovar Dam. The
Andolan also successfully pushed the World Bank to withdraw
its funding for the NVP, and sparked the establishment of
environmental policies and inspection panels in dam
constructions around the world. With the reinforcement of local
and transnational alliances, grassroots social movements offer
viable alternatives to neoliberal development.
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