
10am – 10:30am: Welcome to Bristol! Coffee and tea available on arrival.

10:30am – 11am: Opening remarks with the student committee and Professor Robert Fowler, founder of the Liberal Arts degree at the

University of Bristol.

11am – 12pm

PANEL: The Implications of Liberal Arts for UK Higher Education with Dr Kathryn Telling (Sussex University), Dr Liz Bird (University of

Bristol) and Phoebe Graham (University of Bristol)

What are the possibilities - and implications - posed by Liberal Arts for UK Higher Education? As Liberal Arts and interdisciplinary

degrees grow in popularity across the country, do single honours degrees feel increasingly out of date? This panel brings together

academics and students to discuss the radical opportunities Liberal Arts and Sciences bring as emerging Undergraduate courses in the

UK, as well as reflecting on Liberal Arts practice beyond the UK. Are we truly pioneers?

PANEL: Interdisciplinarity Beyond the Classroom with Dr Cathy Oakes (Oxford University), Dr Sarah Dillon (University of Cambridge)

and Emily Abbott (MLibArts graduate from the University of Bristol)

This panel takes interdisciplinarity beyond the classroom, weaving together a variety of experiences to explore and question the

boundaries between academia and the 'real world'. We bring together a number of voices, including Emily Abbott, a recent graduate

from the Liberal Arts degree at the University of Bristol; Dr. Cathy Oakes, who formerly worked in the education department at the

Victoria & Albert Museum in London before taking up an interdisciplinary academic career at Oxford; and Dr. Sarah Dillon, whose

career has embraced everything from academic research to regularly broadcasting on BBC Radio 3 and 4. The panel will be chaired by

Dr. Karen Skinazi, current Director of Liberal Arts at the University of Bristol. Where will your interdisciplinary degree take you?

12pm – 12:15pm: Break

12:15pm – 1:30pm

PANEL: 'Jacks and Masters' - discussing Liberal Arts and Sciences with Birmingham University and University College London

This panel is co-hosted by students from the Arts and Sciences programmes at Birmingham University and University College London.

As well as discussing the differences and similarities between the two universities, the students ask: how do we ensure that we're

interdisciplinarians, rather than multidisciplinarians? How do we break down the very British attitude of, 'oh, I can't do science!'? And,

most importantly, how does the Arts and Sciences student answer the dreaded question: 'aren't you a jack of all trades and master of

none'?

WORKSHOP: In Conversation With 'Tomorrow's Company': What Are the Prospects for the Interdisciplinary Graduate?

Tomorrow's Company is an independent, not-for-profit think-tank that inspires business to be a force for good in society. Bringing

together academics, thinkers, students and businesses, Tomorrow's Company focuses on innovation in relation to education and how

the UK education system prepares students for their futures. Dr. Scarlett Brown, Director of Research and Policy, will lead a workshop

introducing you to Tomorrow's Company before opening out into collaborative discussion. This workshop will suit anyone interested in a

career in the charity sector or the relationship between education and innovation.

DISCUSSION: Are Subjects Intrinsically Interdisciplinary? An Archaeological Point of View

Jacopo Scoz, Master's Archaeology student from the University of Siena, currently studying for a term abroad at the University of

Bristol, leads a discussion on the intrinsic interdisciplinarity of modern humanistic subjects. Jacopo will demonstrate how Archaeology

as a discipline flourishes when it interacts with other fields. He concludes that the archaeologist is a true interdisciplinarian: an

archaeological finding is at once a scientific sample, a heritage asset and an icon of material culture. Discuss!

1:30pm – 2:15pm: Lunch

2:15pm – 3:15pm

PAPER PRESENTATION: 'Robots and computers are catching up with humans. We are on the brink of a revolution' - hosted by 

students from Birmingham University

This collaborative academic proposal investigates how an interdisciplinary education can illuminate our growing reliance on artificial

technology. With AI increasing in its multidisciplinary abilities, are humans threatened through the redundancy of a single skill set?

Using a case study from a working-class community in England, the students examine the impact of mass production on community.

The paper explores the opportunities of Circular Economy thinking, an interdisciplinary approach that calls for creativity and open-

mindedness. Might this be the thing that protects our communities?

CREATIVE SESSION: Making a Manifesto for Higher Education - Let's Get Inter Dis! with students from the Universities of Winchester

and Bristol

Students from Winchester University and the University of Bristol lead a creative workshop which will see attendees develop a mission

statement for UK Higher Education, learning from the principles of Liberal Arts and Sciences. Students will defend these to the rest of

the workshop before developing a whole-group document stating what interdisciplinarity can and should achieve in our educational

system. What are the radical implications of an interdisciplinary education? What systems can we change?

DISCUSSION: The Importance of Languages: Are Liberal Artists Global Citizens? - with SOAS University

Ricardo Baretto is a language teacher at SOAS and at La Sainte Union Catholic School. He is also a visiting researcher at the Centre of

Human Rights at the University of Coimbra, where he researches how education can generate strategies to defend human rights.

Ricardo will introduce participants to the potential and pertinence of foreign language teaching for global citizenship and human rights

advocacy. Participants will be invited to reflect on and debate what interdisciplinary education can achieve in our ever globalised world,

with a particular focus on our role as linguists: are languages the key to achieving social harmony?

3:15pm – 3:30pm: Break

3:30pm – 4pm: Keynote Speech with Dr. Sarah Dillon

Dr. Sarah Dillon is an academic and broadcaster, currently working as University Lecturer in Literature and Film at the University of 

Cambridge. Her keynote speech will explore what the humanities is and can be in the 21st century and will champion the integral 

importance of interdisciplinarity.

4pm onwards: Celebratory drinks reception!
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